
THE ATLANTA MEETING.
There have been few meetings in the history of the

Association which have passed off more harmoni-
ously and more pleasantly in all respects than that just
concluded at Atlanta. In other columns we publish
the minutes of the meeting, from which details of the
routine proceedings will be seen, and the papers will
be published in full as fast as possible.

The selection of Philadelphia1 as the place of the
next meeting (which was originally suggested by Dr.
S. C. Busey of Washington in aletter to the Journal
last year) was made by acclamation. Both the Presi-
dent and first Vice-President were elected without a

ballot, and there was no particular friction or trouble
in the election of other officers.

We might add in this connection that the record
showed it to be about the first time in the hisotry of
the Association that the report of the Trustees was
received without criticism or adverse comment, and it
may be said truthfully that unity prevailed on nearly
all questions, except the perennial one of change of
Secretary.

The places of meeting provided for the Sections, at
Atlanta, were ample and easy of access, and the papers
read at the meeting (as may be seen by the program)
were of exceptionally high order.

The election of Professor Senn to the Presidency,
was a proper recognition of his scientific attainments
and great contributions to surgery; while that of
General Sternberg to the position of Vice-Presi¬
dent, was in the same way a testimonial to his vast
erudition and scientific ability, and those selected to
give the annual orations—Flint, Keen and Coch-
rane—are respectively at the very head of the branches
on which the address will be delivered.

Socially, the Southern hospitality which is always
conspicuous at these gatherings, made itself felt in
such a way as to make every delegate feel at home.
The visit to the charming home of the Thompsons at
Brookwood, the Georgia barbecue, and the receptions
at the houses of Drs. Calhoun, Ridley and Todd,
are occasions to be long remembered. Indeed, if there
is any criticism it is that Dr. Westmoreland and the
committee of arrangements and citizens did too much
to make the visit of the members agreeable and pleasant.

Truly, the forty-seventh annual meeting of the
Association should be marked with a white stone, as ,

one of its Dies Memorabiles.
1 The origin of the Association is as follows : The New York

State Medical Society, in February 1846, appointed It! delegates
to attend the proposed convention and accepted the invitation
of the Faculty of the New York University to hold the con¬

vention in their college. The convent on met in New York,
May 5, 1846 with 119 delegates present. The convention then
resolved to institute a National Medical Association, which
was held in Philadelphia in May 1847. A constitution was

adopted and the name American Medical Association chosen.
N. S. Davis, now of Chicago, then of New York, is the origi¬
nator of the plan.

VITALITY.
The question of a vital force is an old one that up

to within a few years back was considered by the
average follower of the physiologic leaders as one that
was unworthy of serious scientific discussion. It was

largely the fashion to treat all vital phenomena as

manifestations of what must be some form of chemic
or physical action, mainly, it would appear, on the
assumption that it could not possibly be anything
else. It was often confidently claimed that physics and
chemistry would yet reveal all the secrets of vitality,
and that to acknowledge anything special and myste-
rious, such as an unknown and possibly unknowable
vital force or principle, was unscientific and reaction-
ary. Within the last ten or twelve years, however,
there has been a rather marked change in the general
trend of views on this subject, as has been pointed
out by Dr. McKendrick, and vital processes are recog-
nized as supplementing chemic ones. This movement
is at present led by some of the ablest of physiologists
and physicists, and Ludwig and Helmholtz, who
with others were largely responsible for the common

rejection of the " vitalismus " doctrine, lived them¬
selves long enough to see the reaction from the tend¬
encies of which they were, in a sense at least, to some

degree the originators.
At the present time biologists are actively specu¬

lating upon the properties of matter which are due to
what we call vitality. They recognize this last as a

fact, but can only offer theories to explain some of
its workings; its peculiar essence is beyond their com¬

prehension and may always remain so. Why matter
at one moment should possess a certain something
which we call life, which endues it with properties
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